Development of a version of the Schizotypy Traits Questionnaire (STA) for screening children.
Schizotypy may be seen as both a dimension of normal individual differences and an indicator of the predisposition to schizophrenia and schizophrenia-spectrum disorders. Schizotypal traits have been widely investigated in adults but little research has explored schizotypy in younger samples. The aim of the present study was to examine the factor structure of schizotypal traits in a sample of normal children aged 11 to 15 years-a younger sample than investigated in the few previous studies. Schizotypal traits were assessed with the children's version of the adult Schizotypy Traits Questionnaire (STA). A principal components analysis was carried out on data from 317 subjects and yielded a three-factor solution, similar to several previous studies of adult samples. Factor one was characterised by unusual perceptual experiences, factor two by paranoid ideation/social anxiety, and factor three by magical thinking. The factor structure of the STA of this young sample was comparable with the previous studies of adults. The findings suggest that the children's version of STA is a scale suitable for the measurement of schizotypy in young populations, and that this scale could be useful in clinical assessment of children at risk for psychosis, as well as in research.